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INTRODUCTION 


IN 1951, DURING A VISIT TO THE TOPOLSKI HOME IN LONDON. 
I CHANCED TO SEE A COPY OF PORTRAIT OF BERNARD 
SHAW, A BOOK CONTAINING REPRODUCTIONS OF SOME 
EXQUISITE SICETCHES. TOPOLSIG HAD BEEN TO INDIA 
TWICE BEFORE THEN. HE HAD MADE A NAME BY HIS 
REMARICABLE DRAWINGS OF MEN AND EVENTS IN INDIA 
AND IN COUNTRIES OF THE FAR EAST WHICH HAD BEEN 
PUBLISHED IN THE HINDVSTAN TIMES. “YOU HAVE SKETCH- 
ED MY FATHER QUITE OFTEN,” I SAID TO HIM ON SEEING 
HIS SHAW COLLECTION, "WHY NOT ‘PORTRAIT OF GANDHI’?” 
HE SPENT THE FOLLOWING DAY RUMMAGING HIS PAPERS 
AND STUDIO AND COLLECTED EVERY LITTLE GANDHI PIECE 
HE HAD. THEY WERE NOT FINISHED PRODUCTS IN THE SENSE 
OF DRAWINGS OR PAINTINGS WHICH EMERGE FROM A SERIES 
OF CONVENTIONAL SITTINGS. GANDHIJI GAVE NO SITTINGS 
TO TOPOLSIG. BUT THE ARTIST WAS EQUAL TO THE 
CHALLENGE, MORE PARTICULARLY AS HE FOUND HIMSELF 
FREE TO OBSERVE GANDHIJI WHENEVER AND WHEREVER 
HE LIKED. THE RESULT WAS A NUMBER OF QUICK, ROUGH 
SKETCHES WHICH BY A FEW VIVID STROKES OF THE PEN 
CAPTURED THE DYNAMIC PERSONALITY IN A WAY THAT 
■ COULD NOT HAVE BEEN BETTERED HAD THE ARTIST RE- 
CEIVED THE CONSCIOUS CO-OPERATION OP HIS SUBJECT. 

IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO SPONSOR THE PUB- 
LICATION OF THIS VOLUME. AND I KNOW HOW HAPPY 
TOPOLSKI HIMSELF IS THAT THE WORK OF PRODUCTION 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN ENTIRELY HANDLED IN INDIA. 

ALL THE BLACK-AND-WHITE SKETCHES REPRODUCED 
HERE WERE DRAWN IN 1944. THE FRONTISPIECE IS A PAINT- 
ING MADE BY TOPOLSKI IN 1946. CRITICS HAVE DESCRIBED 
IT AS THE ARTIST’S PREMONITION OF THE ASSASSINATION 
THAT WAS TO COME, TWO YEARS LATER, ON JANUARY 30, 
1948. THE ARTIST HIMSELF HAS NEITHER DENIED NOR 
CONFIRMED THE THEORY OP PREMONITION, BUT THE 



PICTURE IS THERE FOR EVERYONE TO JUDGE. IT RE- 
PRESENTS A PROFOUNDLY CALIM BUT LIMP FIGURE OF 
GANDIIIJI JUST PREVENTED FROM FALLING BY THE SUP- 
PORT OF IMS COMPANIONS. OBSERVE IBS RIGHT HAND, 
HALF RAISED IN DOUBT AND PAIN. BENEATH IT IS ANOTHER 
HAND, BELONGING TO SOMEONE IN THE CROWD, OUT- 
STRETCHED IN READINESS TO HELP. LATER, IN 1948, 
AFTER THE ASSASSINATION, TOPOLSKI PAINTED ONE OF 
HIS MASTERPIECES "THE EAST, 1918.'' IT I.S A COMPOSITE 
PICTURE IN FOUR VERTICAL UNDEMARCATED SECTIONS RE- 
PRESENTING AFRICA, THE NE/VR EAST, INDIA AND CHINA- 
IT IS A REMARKABLE PAINTING IN TOPOLSKI’S TYPICAL 
CONGLOMERATE STYLE. IN THE SECTION REPRESENTING 
INDIA HE VIRTUALLY REPEATS HIS 191G PAINTING WITPI 
SOME MINOR ADDITIONAL FEATURES AND THE HEAD BENT 
CONSIDERABLY FORWARD— COLOUR PLATE NUMBER 26. 
THE FULL PAINTING IS A LARGE 12’. x 9’ CANVAS WHICH 
FILLS A WALL AT RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN, THE RESIDENCE 
OF THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA IN NEW DELIH. IT WAS 
A.CQUIRED BY THE PRIME MINISTER, PANDIT JAWAHARLAL 
NEHRU, FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA WHEN HE VISITED 
LONDON IN APRIL, 1949. THE OTHER 194G PAINTING IS IN THE 
POSSESSION OF MR. MAURICE COLLIS, ONE OF LONDON’S 
LEADING ART CRITICS. 

THE INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION ENJOYED BY TOPOLSKI 
DERIVES FROM THE NONCHALANT AUDACITY OF HIS STYLE. 
HIS SICETCHES CAN AT FIRST GLANCE APPEAR FRIVOL- 
OUS. HE REVELS IN CASUAL STROKES WHICH RESEMBLE 
THOSE OF A CHILD PLAYING WITH PAPER AND PENCIL. 
ANOTHER OF HIS MANNERISMS IS TO THROW VTIAT LOOK 
LIKE COILS OF BARBED WIRE OVER HIS WORK. BUT 
THROUGH IT ALL PEEP UNMISTAILABLY THE SERENITY, 
VIGOUR AND RHYTHM OF THE GIFT THAT IS TOPOLSKI’S. 


The Hindustan Times 
New Delhi 
October 2, 1953 
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SII religions agree m regartung tlie 
Ijuman Dobi) a^ an aDobe of (Sob. 0iit 
bobi) Ijag been giben to nef on tlje nnber* 
jjtanbing tijat lue efljonlb renber beboteb 
‘Jerbi'ce to (6ob Un'tlj i't<> ai'b. 3ft i'^ onr 
bntp to beep ft pure anb niigtamcb from 
tuitljin a^ Uielf as from luitijout, ^o a^ 
to renber it barb to tijc ^iber, tolien tfie 
time coined for it, in tfje ^tate of puritp 
in tuijiclj inc got it. 



A Guide io Health, 1923 











3i^ural 3^nb^a 

M ft)t billagc perfeliEs! Hlniiia toill 
pwi^I) too. ^fjcreforc, toe Ijabe to con* 
ccntrate on tl)c faiUagc being ^eif=ton* 
taintb, nranutacturing mainlp for use. 
Prbbibeb tbts! cbaracter of tfie tillage 
inbustrp icf maintaineb, tijere hjoulb be 
no objection to billager^ using eben 
tbe mobern maebines anb tools that 
tbep can make anb can afforb to use. 
©nip, tbep sboulb not be useb as a 
means of exploitation of others. 

Harijan, August 29, 1936 
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^Src^ent antr fntnvt 


Hf bo not tunnt to forc^^ce tijo future. 
3f niiT touccrucb tuitfj tnlu'ug cure of 
tijc present. (Sob (lu^ si’Peu me no 
eoutrol oUer tlje moment foIIoUu'ng. 


Young India, Dcconbcr 26, 1624 
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9 InlioitrcrV ^Itill ii Iji'S tnpitnl. 
STuEft ns tijc cnpitiilist cannot malic In'S 
capital fnictifp iuitijont tljc co-opcration 
of labonr, elicit So tIjc luorliins 
cannot inaltc Ijis labour frnctifp tuitlj* 
out tlje co'opcration of capital, i^nb 
if botl) labour anb capital Ijabc tIjc gift 
of intelligence eqnallp bcbelopeb in 
tfjcin anb fjabc confibcncc in tijeir capa” 
eitp to Secure a fair bcal, eaclj at tlje 
Ijanbs of tIjc otljcr, tl)ci> toonib get to 
respect anb appreciate eaclj otijer as 
cgnal partners in a common enterprise. 
TCIjcp nceb not regarb caclj otIjer aS 
inijerentip irreconcilable antagonists. 
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Harijan, July 3, 1D37 
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g I jfreeliom of Opinion 

yQi ] 3ft fe a bail I)al)i't to gap tl^at anotlicr 
' man’g tijougljtg arc bait anii ourg onip 
^ . are goob anit tijat tijogo Iiolbing biffcront 
; fai'etog from ourg are t^e enemteg of tl^e 

; rountrp. 




Indian Opinion, South Africa, 1908 also Indian Hcyme 
Rule, 1908 
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^inctpninc per tent of Ijnmnn beings 
cat more tijnn I'sf neebeb. Snbzcb, tfji^ i^ 
n fact of tberpbap c.xptriEnce, anb bot^ 
not require to be protlaimeb bp anp boc* 
tor. tEfjere i^ no fear at all of men 
ruining tijeir Ijealtlj bp eating too little; 
tlje great neeb is for a rebuction in tlje 
quantitp of foob tijat toe generallp tabe. 


A Guide to Health, 1923 
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^ntoiicIjnlJiUtj) 

Sf 3 Ijnljc to Ijc rcliorn, 3 gfjoulij be 
born nil luUoncIjiiblc, 5S0 tijnt 3 ninp 
gljiirc tljc gorroUi^, guffcriiiQ^ anb 
aSrout^ IcbcUcb at tljcm, in orber tijat 
3 map tnbcaboiir to free mp^clf anb 
tljcm from tIjat miserable conbition. 

Younp India, May 4, 1921 
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3 |)oIb t^st tf}t rultiS of per=' 
fjonal, J)omo 5 ?ti'c ani« pufili'c sfam'tati'on 
are obsierbetr anb bite tare isf 

taken in tbe matter of biet anb exer= 
rfee, t^ere jsboulb be no otcaeiionfor 
nineefef or bi'eieasfe. ^b^re there ab= 
jsolute pnn'tp, inner anb outer, I'lfnesfe! 
becomes impoefOible. 


Harijarit May 26, 1946 





Casikmasiter 

(gob tijo ta^(blna^^^or 3 
bnoion on eartl), anb ?|e trioji j>ou 
tbrousb anb tfirougl). Snb toben pou 
finb that pour faitlj or pour bobp is! 
failing pou, anb pou are £!infeing,'^E 
tomes! to pour asi^is!tance ^omeljolo or 
otijer anb probed to pou tl)at pou mugt 
not Ios!e pour faitb anb that ?|e is 
altoaps at pour becb anb tall, but on ?|is 
terms, not on pour terms. 


Speeches and Writings of Mahatma Gandhi, 
G. A. Natesan Co., Madras 
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JBiet 

tirijE iiiEt be Fiealtfip anb. 

toeltbalanteb. tfCIje bobp h3ag neber 
meant to be treateb ag a refuefe bin 
bolbms tlje foobs that tbe palate be- 
manbef. 


hi 

^ . 0 ^> 



Key to Health, 1948 






^ Journe? m 1904 


tame to me off at tfie 
station, anb left tBitlj me a book to 
reab bun’ng tbe /ottrne{>, tobi'cb, b^ sfai'b, 
3 toaef ^ure to like. toa;S kuiSkin’tf 
“03nto tKIjie! Eaeft”. 

%\)t book ma£( I'mpo^jsfble to lap 
aeb'be, once 2f bab begun it. 3ft grippeb 
me. 3f bi'efcobereb efome of mp beepejSt 
conbicti'ong reflecteb m ft. Sfobanne^= 
burg to IBurban toaet a ttoentp=four 
bourti' j'ournep. tKbc train reacbeb 
there fn tbe ebenfng. 3f toulb not get 
anp efieep that nfgbt. 3f betermineb to 
change mp life in atcorbance toftb tlje 
fbealcJ of the book. 

tCbc teachings? of “fHnto 'QTbi^' 5las?t" 
31 unber^toob to be : 






[Continued 
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In Continuation] 

1. tCfjnt tijc goob of tljc inbi'bfbual 
tontnincb in tijc goob of nil. 

2. V>ljnt n toorb IjnS tijt 

£(amc bnluc ng a barber’s?, iiTa£?mucb ajS 
all Ijabe tljc ^ame rigljt of earning tljeir 
libeliljoob from tljeir bjorb. 
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3. UTljat a life of labour, i.e., tlje life 
of tlje tiller of tlje £?oiI anb tlje Ijanbi* 
rraft^man, is? tlje life hJortJj libing. 

firs:t of tljes?e 3f bnetn. tJTfie 
getonb S Ijab bimlp realijeb. ^ITfjc tbirb 
Ijab neber occurreb to me. "IHnto tlTbfe 
JCa^t” mabe it a^ clear as? bapligbt for 
me tljat tlje s?econb anb tbe tbirb toerc 
containeb in tlje firiSt. 3f aros?e hiitb tbe 
baton, reabf> to rebate tbes?e principles? 
to practice. 


AutohiogTaphv 
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